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CLAIMS : 
CLMS (1) 
We claim: 

1. A method of diagnosing pauci- immune necrotizing and/or crescent ic 
**glomerulonephritis** in a patient, said method comprising: 

(a) contacting a sample of biological fluid from said patient with a 
substantially pure protein having the following characteristics: 

(i) it can be isolated from neutrophils; 

(ii) it has a mass of approximately 29 kD as determined by SDS-PAGE; 

(iii) it is capable of binding diisopropylf luorophosphate ; 

(iv) it has a pi of approximately 9.2-9.4; 

(v) it is capable of binding to auto-antibodies present in the sera of 
individuals afflicted with Wegener's granulomatosis; and 

(vi) it has the N terminal amino acid sequence Ile-Val-Gly-Gly-His-Glu- 
Ala-Gln-Pro-His-Ser-Arg-Pro-Tyr-Met-Ala-Ser-Leu-Gln-Met-Arg-Gly-Asn- 

Pro-Gly-Ser-His (SEQ. ID NO.: 1); and 

(b) detecting immune complexes formed in step (a) , formation of said 
immune complexes being diagnostic of pauci -immune necrotizing and/or 
crescentic **glomerulonephritis** . 

CLMS (2) 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising contacting a sample of 
biological fluid from said patient with myeloperoxidase; and detecting 
immune complexes, formation of said immune complexes being diagnostic of 
pauci-immune necrotizing and/or crescentic **glomerulonephritis** . 



CLMS (3) 



3. A method of diagnosing pauci- immune necrotizing and/or crescentic 
**glomerulonephritis** in a patient, said method comprising: 

(a) providing an immune complex of a protein having the following 
characteristics : 

(i) it can be isolated from neutrophils, 

(ii) it has a mass of approximately 29 kD as determined by SDS-PAGE, 

(iii) it is capable of binding diisopropylf luorophosphate, 

(iv) it has a pi of approximately 9.2-9.4, 

(v) it is capable of binding to auto-antibodies present in the sera of 
individuals afflicted with Wegener's granulomatosis, and 

(vi) it has the N terminal amino acid sequence Ile-Val-Gly-Gly-His-Glu- 
Ala-Gln-Pro-His-Ser-Arg-Pro-Tyr-Met-Ala-Ser-Leu-Gln-Met-Arg-Gly-Asn- 
Pro-Gly-Ser-His (SEQ. ID NO.: 1); and a monoclonal antibody directed 
against said protein; 

(b) contacting said immune complex of step (a) with a sample of 
biological fluid from said patient; and 

(c) detecting the binding of auto-antibodies in said sample to said 
immune complexes of step (a) , binding of said auto-antibodies to said 
immune complexes being diagnostic of pauci-immune necrotizing and/or 
crescentic **glomerulonephritis** . 

CLMS (4) 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising providing an immune complex 
of myeloperoxidase and a monoclonal antibody directed against 
myeloperoxidase; contacting said immune complex with a sample of 
biological fluid from said patient; and detecting the binding of 
auto-antibodies in said sample to said immune complexes, binding of said 
auto-antibodies to said immune complexes being diagnostic of pauci-immune 
necrotizing and/or crescentic **glomerulonephritis** . 

CLMS (5) 

5. A diagnostic kit for diagnosing pauci-immune necrotizing and/or 
crescentic **glomerulonephritis** , comprising a substantially pure 
protein having the following characteristics: 

(i) it can be isolated from neutrophils; 

(ii) it has a mass of approximately 29 kD as determined by SDS-PAGE; 

(iii) it is capable of binding diisopropylf luorophosphate ; 

(iv) it has a pi of approximately 9.2-9.4; 

(v) it is capable of binding to auto-antibodies present in the sera of 
individuals afflicted with Wegener's granulomatosis; and 

(vi) it has the N terminal amino acid sequence Ile-Val-Gly-Gly-His-Glu- 
Ala-Gln-Pro-His-Ser-Arg-Pro-Tyr-Met-Ala-Ser-Leu-Gln-Met-Arg-Gly-Asn-Pro- 

Gly-Ser-His (SEQ. ID NO. : 1). 
CLMS ( 5 ) 



6. The diagnostic kit of claim 5, further comprising myeloperoxidase. 
CLMS (7) 

7. A diagnostic kit for diagnosing pauci- immune necrotizing and/or 
crescentic **glomerulonephritis** , comprising : 

(a) a substantially pure protein having the following characteristics: 

(i) it can be isolated from neutrophils, 

(ii) it has a mass of approximately 29 kD as determined by SDS-PAGE, 

(iii) it is capable of binding diisopropylf luorophosphate , 

(iv) it has a pi of approximately 9.2-9.4; 

(v) it is capable of binding to auto-antibodies present in the sera of 
individuals afflicted with Wegener's granulomatosis, and 

(vi) it has the N terminal amino acid sequence Ile-Val-Gly-Gly-His-Glu- 
Ala-Gln-Pro-His-Ser-Arg-Pro-Tyr-Met-Ala-Ser-Leu-Gln-Met-Arg-Gly-Asn- 
Pro-Gly-Ser-His (SEQ. ID NO. : 1); and 

(b) a monoclonal antibody directed against the protein of (a) . 

CLMS ( 8 ) 

8. The diagnostic kit of claim 1, further comprising myeloperoxidase; 
and a monoclonal antibody directed against myeloperoxidase. 

CLMS (9) 

9. A diagnostic kit, comprising: 

(a) myeloperoxidase ; 

(b) **complement** C3 ; 

(c) streptococcus antigen; 

(d) NCI domain of .alpha. 3 chain of type IV collagen; 

(e) DNA; and 

(f) a substantially pure protein having the following characteristics: 

(i) it can be isolated from neutrophils, 

(ii) it has a mass of approximately 2 9 kD as determined by SDS-PAGE, 

(iii) it is capable of binding diisopropylf luorophosphate, 

(iv) it has a pi of approximately 9.2-9.4, 

(v) it is capable of binding to auto-antibodies present in the sera of 
individuals afflicted with Wegener's granulomatosis, and 

(vi) it has the N terminal amino acid sequence Ile-Val-Gly-Gly-His-Glu- 
Ala-Gln-Pro-His-Ser-Arg-Pro-Tyr-Met-Ala-Ser-Leu-Gln-Met-Arg-Gly-Asn- 
Pro-Gly-Ser-His (SEQ. ID NO. : 1). 
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CLAIMS : 



CLMS (1) 



I claim: 

1. A method of treating a mammal suffering from a disease selected from 
the group consisting of systemic lupus erythematosus, rheumatoid 
arthritis and ^^glomerulonephritis** by administering to said mammal an 
effective amount of a **complement** factor selected from the group 
consisting of Factor H, Factor I and mixtures of Factor H and Factor I. 

CLMS (2) 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said **complement** factor 
is Factor H alone. 

CLMS (3) 

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said **complement** factor 
is Factor I alone. 

CLMS (4) 

4. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said **complement** factor 
is a mixture of Factors H and I . 

CLMS ( 5 ) 

5. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said ** complement** factor 
is administered parenterally . 

CLMS (6) 

6. The method as claimed in claim 5, wherein said administration is by 
intravenous inj ect ion . 

CLMS (7) 

7. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein from 50 to 1,000 mg of 
Factor I are administered daily. 

CLMS (8) 



8. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein from 50 to 6,000 mg of 
Factor H are administered daily. 



CLMS (9) 



9. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said ** complement** factor 
is an exogenous factor selected from the group consisting of Factor H, 
Factor I and mixtures of Factor H and Factor I free or essentially free 
from native blood plasma contaminants. 
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CLAIMS : 
CLMS (1) 
What is claimed is: 

1. A method of treating a patient suffering from **glomerulonephritis** , 
the method comprising administering to said patient a therapeutically 
effective amount of nitrendipine, either alone or in admixture with a 
pharmaceutically acceptable diluent. 

CLMS (2) 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the nitrendipine is 
administered intravenously in an amount of 0.01 to 10 mg per kg body 
weight per day. 

CLMS ( 3 ) 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the nitrendipine is in 
admixture with a solid, liquid or liquefied gaseous diluent. 

CLMS (4) 

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein the admixture contains 0.5 to 
90% of said nitrendipine. 

CLMS ( 5 ) 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein the nitrindipine is in the 
form of a sterile physiologically isotonic aqueous solution. 

CLMS ( 6 ) 

6. A method according to claim 1, wherein the nitridipine is in the form 
of a tablet, pill, dragee, capsule, caplet, ampoule or suppository. 
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CLAIMS : 



CLMS (1) 



What is claimed is: 

1. A method for the treatment of the diseases lupus erythematosus and 
primary **glomerulonephritis** , which consisting essentially of 
administering an amount of a . gamma . -globulin having Fc fragment to a 
patient by parenteral route effective to dissolve the immune complexes 
inducing those diseases. 

CLMS (2) 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the . gamma . -globulin having Fc 
fragment is administered by intravenous injection in a dose of 10 to 500 
mg/kg/day . 

CLMS (3) 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the . gamma . -globulin having Fc 
fragment is used in the form of a preparation of 500 to 10,000 mg of a 
.gamma. -globulin having Fc fragment in admixture of a conventional liquid 
carrier or diluent for injection. 

CLMS (4) 

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein the preparation is a 
plasmin- treated human . gamma . -globulin preparation. 

CLMS (5) 

5. A method according to claim 3, wherein the preparation is a 
sulfonated human . gamma . -globulin preparation. 

CLMS (6) 

6. A method, according to claim 3, wherein the preparation is a 
polyethylene glycol -treated human . gamma . -globulin preparation. 

CLMS (7) 

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the . gamma . -globulin, having 
Fc fragment, is a member selected from the group consisting of a 
plasmin-treated human .gamma. -globulin, a polyethylene glycol-treated 
human . gamma . -globulin, and a sulfonated human . gamma . -globulin . 
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